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Intractable Conflicts in Contemporary India Mar 05 2020 This book attempts a representation of society in
contemporary India through an ethnography woven around long-standing intractable conflicts — of displacement
and rehabilitation, patriarchy, insurgency and counter-insurgency operations, and climate change. Each chapter in
this volume offers a critical transformative narrative in response to these conflicts. It asks how social justice and
equality is to be constructed and provides a fresh perspective. It is argued that social movements can no longer be
concerned only with itemizing a checklist of demands; it is now necessary to be free of the hegemony of current
frames, categories, concepts and principles, and to rethink the ‘promise’. The volume maintains that this effort to
step out of the ‘endless waiting’ for delivery of a ‘promised value’ draws out the labour of transformative action. A
valuable contribution to understanding social movements in India, this work challenges the established discourses
around grassroots politics, progressive policies and legislations as well as radical mass movements. The book will
interest students and researchers of social movements, conflict and peace studies, sociology and social anthropology,
political science and development studies. It will also be useful to those working in the areas of human rights, social
exclusion and inclusive policies.
India Contemporary Aug 29 2019 Explores the prevalence of "New Indian chic" in fashion, pop culture, cuisine, and
other venues, in a photographic tour that showcases private home interiors at the forefront of Indian decoration and
design.
Social Hegemony in Contemporary India Aug 02 2022 This edited book offers insights into the social inequalities
that plague India and are often hidden behind terms like ‘law and order’ and ‘constitutional democracy’. Though the
market-driven economy was once expected to radically transform the heavily hierarchical Indian society into a more
egalitarian order, the society remains unequal despite almost three decades of liberalization. Therefore, the liberal
rhetoric of a democratic order and the free market guaranteeing social justice needs to be reappraised. Social
Hegemony in Contemporary India demonstrates how socially privileged sections after acquiring and consolidating

power at an alarming rate are now even more dominant over the lives of common Indians than at any time after
1947. Consequently, many communities—like Dalits and other neglected minorities—have been disempowered and
pushed to the margins. Any resistance to the dominant social order and its status quo is punished through
ostracization and violence. The mission for social justice, therefore, needs a fresh approach and actionable change
from those who aspire for a truly liberated India, unshackled from inequity and bias.
Contemporary India Jul 29 2019 Globalisation, Hindutva and Mandal agitation have transformed India's social
landscape over the past few years. Re-examining the country in the light of these effects, the author questions why,
in some respects, the country is so keen to modernise, yet remain in the past on other issues.
War and Peace in Contemporary India Nov 05 2022 War and Peace in Contemporary India examines the
importance of institutions and the role played by international actors in crucial episodes of India’s strategic history.
The contributions trace India’s tryst with war and peace from immediately before the foundation of the
contemporary Indian state, to the last military conflict between India and Pakistan in 1999. The focus of the chapters
included in this edited volume is as much on India as it is on Pakistan and China, its opponents in war. The chapters
offer a fresh take on the creation of India as a regional military power, and her approach to War and Peace in the
post-independence period. Importantly, it advances the broader work on Indian strategic history during the Cold War
and after, an otherwise under-studied intellectual landscape. The book offers fresh insights based on archival work,
as well as a closer conceptual reading of Indian, British and American decision making at times of war and peace in
contemporary India. This book will be of great interest to scholars, researchers and students interested in strategic
studies, diplomatic and military history, international diplomacy, as well as Indian history and politics. The chapters
in this book were originally published as a special issue of the Journal of Strategic Studies.
Focus: Popular Music in Contemporary India Mar 29 2022 Focus: Popular Music in Contemporary India
examines India’s musical soundscape beyond the classical and folk traditions of old to consider the culturally,
socially, and politically rich contemporary music that is defining and energizing an Indian youth culture on the
precipice of a major identity shift. From Bollywood film songs and Indo-jazz to bhangra hip-hop and Indian death
metal, the book situates Indian popular music within critical and historical frameworks, highlighting the
unprecedented changes the region’s music has undergone in recent decades. This critical approach provides readers
with a foundation for understanding an Indian musical culture that is as diverse and complex as the region itself.
Included are case studies featuring song notations, first-person narratives, and interviews of well-known artists and
emerging musicians alike. Illuminated are issues of great import in India today—as reflected through its
music—addressing questions of a "national" aesthetic, the effects of Western music, and identity politics as they
relate to class, caste, LGBTQ perspectives, and other marginalized voices. Presented through a global lens, Focus:
Popular Music in Contemporary India contextualizes the dynamic popular music of India and its vast cultural
impact.
Being Janana Mar 17 2021 Being Janana focuses on same-sex desiring male-bodied subjects in Lucknow, India,
and explores how they make meaning in the marginalization of their desire through language performativity. Along
with their desire for other men, jananas maintain ostensibly heteronormatively and culturally defined masculine
positions. This book argues for an intersectional approach to understanding janana life worlds and situates janana
subjectivity in dialogue with social, cultural, linguistic, and legal happenings. In engaging with the full complexity
of janana identities and experience, Ila Nagar calls for a reassessment of gender categories and a new understanding
of power and sexuality amidst emerging Indian modernities. Derived from ethnographic research conducted over a
period of twelve years, this book also reflects on the interaction between social actors and researchers, and critically
examines the use of ethnography as a method in sociolinguistics and linguistic anthropology. It will be of interest to
scholars from Anthropology, Asian Studies, Gender & Sexuality Studies, and Linguistics.
Political Economy of Contemporary India Oct 24 2021 ""Deals with the issues at the intersecting domains of
economics and politics"--Provided by publisher"-Democracy and the State Aug 22 2021 This book examines the relationship between state, society and democracy
in India over the last decade. It does so by exploring the recent careers of three goals that were pre-eminent on the
state's agenda at Independence, and continue to inform contemporary debates on Indian politics and society. Each of
these goals - welfare, secularism and development - is illuminated through a detailed case study to which the
challenges of democracy and citizenship are central. In exploring some aspects of the discursive terrain of Indian
politics, this book provides a narrative which bridges the gap between political theory and empirical political
analysis. This well-written and carefully argued book will be useful not only to postgraduate researchers in politics,
but also to the ordinary reader interested in debates that confront contemporary India.
Contemporary India: The Basics Oct 04 2022 Contemporary India: The Basics provides readers with a clear and
accessible guide through the richness, diversity and complexity of twenty-first century India. It explores the reality
of the country’s cultural diversity which creates both harmony and tension. Covering issues the country faces both
domestically and on the global stage, this book analyzes the political, social, cultural and economic landscape of

India and investigates how the future might look for India. The book addresses key questions such as: How has India
risen to be a major economic power? What role does sectarianism play in the world’s largest democracy? How do
caste and gender affect the structure of Indian society? What is the domestic and international impact of Bollywood?
Featuring maps, discussion questions and suggestions for further reading, this is the ideal introduction to India for
those who are new to the study of this most fascinating and complex of countries.
Labour in Contemporary India Feb 25 2022 Generation of decent livelihood opportunities ought to be among the
most important objectives on any meaningful agenda of economic development. On this front, however, the Indian
experience has remained seriously inadequate. During the first four decades after Independence, India's
achievements with respect to the problems of poverty, unemployment, and occupational structural transformation
were modest at best. Since the early 1990s, during the era of neo-liberal reforms, while economic growth has
remained upbeat, the wellbeing of the masses has shown even greater stress. An indispensable entry point to the
subject of labour in India, this Short Introduction locates the debate within the trajectory of economic development
since India's independence.
Sexuality, Abjection and Queer Existence in Contemporary India Jun 07 2020 This volume explores existing and
emerging sexual cultures of contemporary India and the predicaments faced by abjected and sexual marginalities. It
traces the sexual politics within popular culture, literary genres, advertisement, consumerism, globalizing cities,
social movements, law, scientific research, the Hijra community life, (alternative) families and kinship and sites that
define the cultural other whose sexual practices or identities fall beyond normative moral conventions. The chapters
examine a range of connected sociological and political issues including questions of agency, judgments around
intimate sexual relationships, the role of the state, popular understandings of adolescent romance, notion of
legitimacy and stigma, moral policing and resistance, body politics and marginality, representations in popular and
folk culture, sexual violence and freedom, problems with historiography, structural inequalities, queer erotica, gay
consumerism, Hijra suicides and marriage and divorce. The volume also proposes certain transformative possibilities
towards envisioning and (re)scripting sexual equalities. This interdisciplinary book will be important for those
interested in sexuality studies, queer studies, gender studies, cultural studies, sociology, law, history, literature and
Global South studies as well as policymakers, civil society activists and nongovernmental organizations working in
the area.
Malevolent Republic Jul 01 2022 After decades of imperfect secularism, presided over by an often corrupt Congress
establishment, Nehru's diverse republic has yielded to Hindu nationalism. India is collapsing under the weight of its
own contradictions. Since 2014, the ruling BJP has unleashed forces that are irreversibly transforming the country.
Indian democracy, honed over decades, is now the chief enabler of Hindu extremism. Bigotry has been ennobled as
a healthy form of self-assertion, and anti-Muslim vitriol has deluged the mainstream, with religious minorities living
in terror of a vengeful majority. Congress now mimics Modi; other parties pray for a miracle. In this blistering
critique of India from Indira Gandhi to the present, Komireddi lays bare the cowardly concessions to the Hindu
right, convenient distortions of India's past and demeaning bribes to minorities that led to Modi's decisive electoral
victory. If secularists fail to reclaim the republic from Hindu nationalists, Komireddi argues, India will become
Pakistan by another name.
Economic and Human Development in Contemporary India Sep 22 2021 Against the background of the duality
in development, this book focuses on structural deficiencies for a steady growth rate, and how to make growth
inclusive. It analyses the Indian economy and other developing countries in the twenty-first century.
Daughters of Parvati Sep 10 2020 In her role as devoted wife, the Hindu goddess Parvati is the divine embodiment
of viraha, the agony of separation from one's beloved, a form of love that is also intense suffering. These
contradictory emotions reflect the overlapping dissolutions of love, family, and mental health explored by Sarah
Pinto in this visceral ethnography. Daughters of Parvati centers on the lives of women in different settings of
psychiatric care in northern India, particularly the contrasting environments of a private mental health clinic and a
wing of a government hospital. Through an anthropological consideration of modern medicine in a nonwestern
setting, Pinto challenges the dominant framework for addressing crises such as long-term involuntary commitment,
poor treatment in homes, scarcity of licensed practitioners, heavy use of pharmaceuticals, and the ways psychiatry
may reproduce constraining social conditions. Inflected by the author's own experience of separation and single
motherhood during her fieldwork, Daughters of Parvati urges us to think about the ways women bear the
consequences of the vulnerabilities of love and family in their minds, bodies, and social worlds.
Routledge Handbook of Contemporary India May 31 2022 India is the second largest country in the world with
regard to population, the world’s largest democracy and by far the largest country in South Asia, and one of the most
diverse and pluralistic nations in the world in terms of official languages, cultures, religions and social identities.
Indians have for centuries exchanged ideas with other cultures globally and some traditions have been transformed
in those transnational and transcultural encounters and become successful innovations with an extraordinary global
popularity. India is an emerging global power in terms of economy, but in spite of India’s impressive economic

growth over the last decades, some of the most serious problems of Indian society such as poverty, repression of
women, inequality both in terms of living conditions and of opportunities such as access to education, employment,
and the economic resources of the state persist and do not seem to go away. This Handbook contains chapters by the
field’s foremost scholars dealing with fundamental issues in India’s current cultural and social transformation and
concentrates on India as it emerged after the economic reforms and the new economic policy of the 1980s and 1990s
and as it develops in the twenty-first century. Following an introduction by the editor, the book is divided into five
parts: Part I: Foundation Part II: India and the world Part III: Society, class, caste and gender Part IV: Religion and
diversity Part V: Cultural change and innovations Exploring the cultural changes and innovations relating a number
of contexts in contemporary India, this Handbook is essential reading for students and scholars interested in Indian
and South Asian culture, politics and society.
Caste in Contemporary India Jan 27 2022 Caste is a contested terrain in India's society and polity. This book
explores contemporary realities of caste in rural and urban India. Presenting rich empirical findings across north
India, it presents an original perspective on the reasons for the persistence of caste in India today.
Revisiting Nehru In Contemporary India Jul 09 2020 Jawaharlal Nehru being an architect of Indian polity, economy
and foreign policy set the ball rolling. However, they have witnessed cataclysmic changes over a period of time.
Indian polity has witnessed different waves of reorganisation of states, evolving democracy, spelling out of quasifederal system and building a more inclusive political nation. Nehru set the agenda of economic development and
framed the strategy of development accordingly. In this volume an attempt has made to have a fair understanding
about Nehru by placing him in the context in which he worked and by taking into account the challenges that PostColonial India was facing during his time. However, the problems faced by the neo-liberal economy, and the
challenges confronting Indian polity and foreign policy have again invoked the relevance of Nehruvian philosophy
in contemporary India. The contributors to this volume have analysed the diverse aspects of Nehru’s thinking and
the policies that flowed from it to understand their relevance in contemporary Indian, Asian and global context.
Note: T& F does not sell or distribute the Hardback in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
Political Process in Contemporary India | For UG, PG & aspirants of State and Civil Service Exam | By
Pearson Dec 02 2019 With a comparative and conceptual framework of constitutional designs and institutional
functioning, Political Process in Contemporary India, is an effort towards opening possibilities of intellectual
navigation and conversation. This compendium offers a
Change and Mobility in Contemporary India May 07 2020 This book studies caste and community dynamics in
India and offers a critical view of social mobility from below. Building on the theories of the eminent sociologist M
N Srinivas, the essays in this volume reformulate the debate on caste as they document the changing inter-caste
dynamics and caste-based violence in contemporary India. The volume showcases the new language of change in
caste relations, articulated mostly from the perspective of the marginalised as experiences, differences, contestations,
assertions and as citizenship rights. It focusses on the clash between traditional structures of inequality and the ideals
of equality and justice in a liberal, democratic India. It also highlights the persistence of caste and endogamy and the
interlocking nature of caste, gender and disability, struggles of ethnic groups and informal workers in the market
economy, discrimination in the labour market and the dissolution of dissent in the public sphere. With contributions
from leading scholars of social change and development in India and abroad, this volume will be useful for scholars
and researchers of sociology, social anthropology, minority and subaltern studies, and development studies.
Contemporary India Jan 03 2020 Soon after independence, Indian political leadership decided to pursue the
attainment of four self-stipulated goals: to attain an improved standard of living through higher rates of growth, to
establish a functioning political democracy, to achieve social equality through social re-engineering, and to make a
quick transition in making government a servant of the public than being its master as was the case during the
previous colonial regime. This book describes the journey from the past to the present in the articulation of these
goals and evaluates the extent to which they have been achieved.This book is based on the belief that there is at
work a principle of reciprocal causation between society and government. What society wants becomes a mandate
for the government. That government is not a disinterested party and its actions, and failures to act, have an immense
impact on the working of society. Premchand asserts that there is no aspect of civic life in India that is immune from
governmental action. This relationship between government and society during the last six decades since
independence is intensively examined.India is a land of paradoxes and surprises. The book covers political, social,
and administrative developments during the last decades to provide perspective on the changing relationship
between society and governments at various levels. This is followed by studies of the various ways in which
classification systems are used in India today, the urban-rural divide, non-resident Indians as neo-change agents,
emerging pattern of classes, and the resurgence of religion in everyday life. The final chapters deal with the vast
range of discontents in governance, corruption and its impact on civic life, the myth of law and order, and the
emergence of a public voice in policymaking. The work is fair, balanced, tough minded, and revealing. It is a must
read for specialists, policymakers, and people worldwide for whom India is a civilization

The Politics of Belonging in Contemporary India Apr 29 2022 This volume looks at the emerging forms of
intimacies in contemporary India. Drawing on rigorous academic research and pop culture phenomena, the volume:
Brings together themes of nationhood, motherhood, disability, masculinity, ethnicity, kinship, and sexuality, and
attempts to understand them within a more complex web of issues related to space, social justice, marginality, and
communication; Focuses on the struggles for intimacy by the disabled, queer, Dalit, and other subalterns, as well as
people with non-human intimacies, to propose an alternative theory of the politics of belonging; Explores the role of
social and new media in understanding and negotiating intimacies and anxieties. Comprehensive and thoughtprovoking, this book will be useful to scholars and researchers of political studies, sociology, sexuality and gender
studies, women’s studies, cultural studies, and minority studies.
Contemporary Indian English Aug 10 2020 This is the first comprehensive description of Indian English and its
emerging regional standard in a corpus-linguistic framework. Drawing on a wealth of authentic spoken and written
data from India (including the Kolhapur Corpus and the International Corpus of English), this book explores the
dynamics of variation and change in the vocabulary and grammar of contemporary Indian English.
Debating Race in Contemporary India Jul 21 2021 Race debates have become more frequent at the national level,
and the response to racism in the media and by politicians has shifted from denial to acknowledgment to action.
Focusing on the experiences of communities from India's Northeast borderland, the author explores the dynamics of
race debates in contemporary India.
Contemporary India Jun 19 2021 Edited by Neera Chandhoke and Praveen Priyadarshi, Contemporary India
addresses issues facing the nation-state and civil society from diverse perspectives: those of political science,
sociology, economics and history. The book is thematically divided into three parts Economy, Society, and Politics
and includes discussions on topics as wide-ranging as poverty, regional disparities, policies, social change and social
movements, the elements of democracy, dynamics of the party system, secularism, federalism, decentralization, and
so on. The common thread of democracy, which strings together different aspects of contemporary India, serves as
the framework of understanding here and underlies discussions in all the chapters. The book includes 23 original,
well-researched and up-to-date chapters by authors who teach different courses in the social sciences. Without
compromising on the complexity of their arguments, the authors have used a lucid, conversational style that will
attract even readers who have no previous knowledge of the topics. The contributors have also provided a glossary,
questions and further readings lists with students examination needs in mind.
Internal Migration in Contemporary India Nov 24 2021 A comprehensive analysis of the diverse experiences of
migration in contemporary India. This volume addresses the impact of migration on society, highlighting the
interlinkages between individual and societal aspirations. It interrogates the role of the state and non-state agencies
involved in various aspects of the life and livelihoods of migrant workers and provides a critical assessment of the
policy frameworks and instruments affecting migration. Focusing on the diverse aspects and types of internal
migration, the book studies the exploitation and marginalization of migrants on the basis of class, caste, religion,
gender, ethnicity and regional location in post-reform India.
Religion, Civil Society and Democracy in Contemporary India Feb 02 2020 "Discusses the relevance of the
reigning paradigms of Sanskritization and Islamization in the study of religious movements"-Social Movements in Contemporary India Sep 30 2019 An interdisciplinary text that offers a comprehensive
understanding of social movements, their cause, course and effects in modern-day India. Contemporary India is
experiencing widespread changes and developments in its society, polity and economy, resulting in a variety of
social movements in recent years. This textbook offers an understanding of these movements, issues and discourses
around them, and relates them to the wider society and resultant changes occurring within it. With a specific focus
on India, the book delves into the concept and definition of social movements from different perspectives and offers
a critical insight into the fundamental and ongoing debates and treatises around these movements. It covers
discussion on a wide range of movements varying in locus and spatial spread—from environmental movements to
disability, queer and women’s rights movements as well as those by civil society, farmers, and marginalized sections
of the society. Key Features: • Adopts an interdisciplinary approach to serve students of sociology, political science,
history and other related disciplines • Provides a detailed treatment of civil society movements along with highlights
on some landmark mobilizations • Draws on latest research and empirical studies; content aided by boxed features,
review exercises and extensive referencing
Land Acquisition and Resource Development in Contemporary India Dec 26 2021 Looks at the nuances of land
and resource politics and summarizes the long-standing land acquisition and mining debate.
Understanding Contemporary India Oct 31 2019
Culture and the Making of Identity in Contemporary India Apr 05 2020 This collection of 17 original essays
provides insights into the various ways in which the interrelated issues of culture, identity and Indianness are
expressed in contemporary times. The contributions range from detailed and scholarly essays to critical reviews of
literature and reflections on experience. The contributors, distinguished specialists writing for a general readership,

outline and evaluate significant developments since Independence in their respective fields.
Modern Hindu Traditionalism in Contemporary India May 19 2021 Modern Hindu Traditionalism addresses
Hindu traditions that resisted contact with both Neo-Hindu thought and views of “classical” Hinduism perceived to
be outmoded. This book provides an in-depth understanding of Modern Hindu Traditionalism through the case study
of the R?m?nand? order (samprad?ya) and the portrait of the Jagadguru R?m?nand?c?rya R?mnare??c?rya. This
guru belongs to the ancient tradition of the R?m?nand? order, which is active at the present time and the biggest
Vai??ava religious order in Northern India. Analyzing the historical evolution of the R?m?nand? order, the author
shows how different centers have undergone different changes over the centuries, and focuses on the independence
struggle of a group of R?m?nand?s from the R?m?n?j?s, which led to the creation of the role of Jagadguru
R?m?nand?c?rya and the construction of the ?r? Ma?h. Drawing on extensive fieldwork, this book casts light on
figures and processes central to the development of Hinduism in the twentieth and twenty-first century and
consequently describes the role of religion in contemporary Indian society. The author examines the role religious
institutions and their leaders have in the everyday life of individuals, how they interact with and in the society, and
how they approach and interpret social and political issues. The R?m?nand?s’ use of new methods of
communication, in particular social media, is an innovative part of the study. A welcome innovation in the studies of
South Asian religion, this book will be of interest to historians, anthropologists, and scholars of Hinduism and
religion and politics.
Decentralisation in Contemporary India Feb 13 2021 This volume examines the process of decentralisation in
India since the 1992 legislations which devolved powers to local government bodies to ensure greater participation
in local governance and planning. It studies the functioning of gram sabhas, panchayats, school development
committees, water supply and sanitation committees, welfare associations, and rural development schemes like the
MGNREGS, analysing their effectiveness and tracing the political, administrative and fiscal powers the local
government wields. With case studies from different Indian states, the book examines the functioning of local
governance mechanisms and institutions in relation to crucial issues such as citizen participation, participation of
women and disadvantaged groups, fiscal decentralization, peace-building, economic development, and education
among others. Comprehensive and insightful, this book will be an essential read for scholars and researchers of
development studies, political science, public policy, governance studies, regional development, political economy,
political sociology, and public administration, and South Asian studies especially those focusing on India.
Contemporary India Nov 12 2020 A broad-ranging introduction to politics and society in India, set in a historical
and cultural context. Written by two expert authors it assumes no prior knowledge but aims to provide a balanced
and nuanced understanding of the key issues that have faced India since independence and the challenges it
confronts in the 21st century.
Ethnographies of Schooling in Contemporary India Oct 12 2020 The influence of popular culture, media and
aggressive marketing of consumer goods all enter the school arena to compete with the more formal aspects of being
at school and contribute to the creation of a unique school culture. It is essential to unpack and unravel the rich and
engaged world of student culture as it is constructed in school life. Ethnographies of Schooling in Contemporary
India attempts to understand meaning and meaning-making in school processes in India as active aspects of a vibrant
school culture. We are reminded that students, in any kind of school, are engaged participants in schooling
processes. The significance of autobiographical experience in both writing school ethnographies and understanding
school life cannot be overemphasised. This volume seeks to also understand this significant aspect of constructing
school worlds.
Educational Regimes in Contemporary India Jun 27 2019 Papers presented at a workshop held at Neemrana Fort
during 6-9 April 2003.
Contemporary India and South Africa Sep 03 2022 This book deals with the legacies of the Indian experiences of
migration and diaspora in South Africa. It highlights the social imaginaries of the migrants and citizens as they
negotiate between a reconstructed notion of ‘India’ and their real present and future in the country of citizenship.
Both South Africa and India have had a long history of group-based identity movements against exploitation around
caste and race, intersecting with class, gender, language, religion and region. The combined history has allowed
them to participate in novel ways in the global arena as regional powers. The book suggests that the question of
identity concerns itself with exploitation and oppression of excluded groups in both countries. The authors are
particularly attentive to the manner in which the two democratic states have confronted the challenges of history
together with contemporary demands of inclusion and discuss the dilemmas involved in resolving them. The volume
also raises questions regarding future roles, especially in the fields of education and the environment. It will be of
interest to those in the fields of sociology, political science, international relations, history, migration and diaspora
studies, as well as to the general reader.
Making Place for Muslims in Contemporary India Dec 14 2020 Making Place for Muslims in Contemporary India
looks at how religion provides an arena to make place and challenge the majoritarian, exclusionary, and introverted

tendencies of contemporary India. Places do not simply exist. They are made and remade by the acts of individuals
and communities at particular historical moments. In India today, the place for Muslims is shrinking as the
revanchist Hindu Right increasingly realizes its vision of a Hindu nation. Religion enables Muslims to re-envision
India as a different kind of place, one to which they unquestionably belong. Analyzing the religious narratives,
practices, and constructions of religious subjectivity of diverse groups of Muslims in Old Delhi, Kalyani Devaki
Menon reveals the ways in which Muslims variously contest the insular and singular understandings of nation that
dominate the sociopolitical landscape of the country and make place for themselves. Menon shows how religion is
concerned not just with the divine and transcendental but also with the anxieties and aspirations of people living
amid violence, exclusion, and differential citizenship. Ultimately, Making Place for Muslims in Contemporary India
allows us to understand religious acts, narratives, and constructions of self and belonging as material forces, as
forms of the political that can make room for individuals, communities, and alternative imaginings in a world
besieged by increasingly xenophobic understandings of nation and place.
The Production of Hindu-Muslim Violence in Contemporary India Jan 15 2021 Chronic Hindu-Muslim rioting in
India has created a situation in which communal violence is both so normal and so varied in its manifestations that it
would seem to defy effective analysis. Paul R. Brass, one of the world•s preeminent experts on South Asia, has
tracked more than half a century•s riots in the north Indian city of Aligarh. This book is the culmination of a lifetime•s
thinking about the dynamics of institutionalized intergroup violence in northern India, covering the last three
decades of British rule as well as the entire post-Independence history of Aligarh. Brass exposes the mechanisms by
which endemic communal violence is deliberately provoked and sustained. He convincingly implicates the police,
criminal elements, members of Aligarh•s business community, and many of its leading political actors in the
continuous effort to •produce• communal violence. Much like a theatrical production, specific roles are played, with
phases for rehearsal, staging, and interpretation. In this way, riots become key historical markers in the struggle for
political, economic, and social dominance of one community over another. In the course of demonstrating how riots
have been produced in Aligarh, Brass offers a compelling argument for abandoning or refining a number of widely
held views about the supposed causes of communal violence, not just in India but throughout the rest of the world.
An important addition to the literature on Indian and South Asian politics, this book is also an invaluable
contribution to our understanding of the interplay of nationalism, ethnicity, religion, and collective violence,
wherever it occurs.
Farm to Fingers Apr 17 2021 "Enquires into the ways in which food and its production and consumption are
enmeshed in aspects of human existence and society, taking India and its interaction with food as its focal point"--
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